
Air to Ground
The low number of midairs in the strike mission 

doesn’t mean there is not a great degree of risk. His-
torically, the circular-bombing pattern offers one of the 
highest risks of midair. Although the community has 
not had a collision between aircraft on low-level routes, 
a significant risk exists. Task time-sharing is critical 
to avoid collisions. Mission-crosscheck times must be 
adhered to when aircrew become tasked to find targets, 
release weapons, and avoid terrain.

Non-Element Traffic

Hornet pilots are good at using the radar and visu-
ally scanning for traffic. These good habits translate into 
a very small number of midairs seen in the high-density 
traffic areas. The see-and-avoid concept must continue 
to have priority while transiting to and from the area.

Flying under IFR handling doesn’t mean you can 
blow off a good look outside under VMC conditions: 
Always scan. The 250-knot speed limit below 10,000 
feet was established to keep fast movers from hitting 
slow movers. Respect the speed limit, especially in 
high-traffic zones. 

A good understanding of IFR- and VFR-traffic 
patterns is important to flight safety. Aircrew may be 
surprised by the amount of conflicting and converging 
airspace in their local area. 

Hazard Reporting

Do Hornet aviators accept near-midair colli-
sions (NMACs) as the price of doing business? We 
have very few NMAC hazreps on the safety boards 
to maintain awareness and define high-risk evolu-

tions and situations. A MAC SIR (safety investiga-
tion report) is too late to be reading about a known 
hazard. Fess up and let everyone learn from your 
“lucky to be alive” story. 

Conclusion

The high risk of MAC in our community never will 
go away as long as we continue to fight as a team. The 
job of the Hornet aircrew is to mitigate this risk to the 
greatest extent possible by maintaining MAC aware-
ness and knowledge. Our primary focus should be on 
enhancing good collision-avoidance habits in briefs, 
reinforcing them in flight, debriefing good habits, and 
correcting poor ones. Remember, you are not the only 
one trying to get to that merge, into that control zone, 
or to the initial. Don’t hit me!   

LCdr. Kiggans flies with VFA-195. 

Squadron SOPs should address MAC avoidance. A good 
start is to emphasize mission-crosscheck (MCT) times and dis-
cuss the specific procedures expected of a wingmen who has lost 
sight in the admin and tactical phases of flight. 

Building SA starts in the preflight brief; high midair-risk 
portions of the flight must be identified and hazard-mitigation 
techniques discussed thoroughly. Briefing and adhering to MCT 
is a good technique for preventing midairs, while altitude-block 
adherence and techniques for gaining tallies helps build SA. If 
inter-element midair potential is determined to be too great in 
particular phases of the flight, the flight lead should consider 
offering individual altitude assignments to increase available 
MCT.—LCdr. Milt Carlson, FA-18 analyst, Naval Safety 
Center.

VAW-121 75,000 hours 39 years
HSC-3 200,000 hours 31 years
VFA-136 50,000 hours 12 years 3 months
VAQ-140 30,940 hours 20 years
VMFA(AW)-332 100,000 hours 27 years
VP-9 165,000 hours 27 years
VAW-125 71,597 hours 37 years
VP-8 164,000 hours 27 years
VRC-40 96,700 hours 22 years
VFA-131 75,281 hours 18 years

Pacific Fleet Executive Transport Detachment 16,300 hours 20 years
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